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Chief conductor of The Philadelphia O rchestra, beginning in S eptem ber 2008, as w ell as artistic 

director and principal conductor of the R oyal Philharm onic, beginning in 2009, Charles DutoitCharles DutoitCharles DutoitCharles Dutoit 

regularly collaborates w ith the w orld’s leading orchestras. S ince his debut w ith The Philadelphia 

O rchestra in 1980, M r. Dutoit has been invited each season to conduct all the m ajor orchestras of 

the U nited S tates, including those of B oston, N ew  York, Philadelphia, Los A ngeles, Chicago, S an 

Francisco, P ittsburgh, and Cleveland. H e has also perform ed regularly w ith all the great orchestras 

of Europe, including the B erlin Philharm onic and A m sterdam ’s Concertgebouw  O rchestra, as w ell 

as the Israel Philharm onic and the m ajor orchestras of Japan, S outh A m erica, and A ustralia. M r. 

Dutoit has recorded extensively for Decca, Deutsche G ram m ophon, EM I, Philips, CB S , Erato, and 

other labels w ith A m erican, European, and Japanese orchestras. H is m ore than 170 recordings, half 

of them  w ith the M ontreal S ym phony, have garnered m ore than 40 aw ards and distinctions.   

S ince 1990 M r. Dutoit has been artistic director and principal conductor of The Philadelphia 

O rchestra’s sum m er festival at the S aratoga Perform ing A rts Center. B etw een 1990 and 1999, he 

also directed the O rchestra’s sum m er series at the M ann Center, and led them  in a series of 

distinctive recordings. From  1991 to 2001, he w as m usic director of the O rchestre N ational de 

France. In 1996 he w as appointed principal conductor, and in 1998 m usic director, of the N H K  

S ym phony in Tokyo. For 25 years (1977 to 2002), M r. Dutoit w as artistic director of the M ontreal 

S ym phony. 

W hen still in his early 20s, M r. Dutoit w as invited by H erbert von Karajan to lead the V ienna S tate 

O pera. M r. Dutoit has since conducted regularly at Covent G arden, the M etropolitan O pera, and 

the Deutsche O per in B erlin. H e also led productions at the Los A ngeles M usic Center O pera and 

the Teatro Colón in B uenos A ires. 

M r. Dutoit holds honorary doctorates from  M cG ill U niversity, the U niversity of M ontréal, and 

U niversité Laval. In 1982 he w as nam ed M usician of the Year by the Canadian M usic Council; in 

1988 the sam e organization aw arded him  the Canadian M usic Council M edal. In 1991 M r. Dutoit 

w as m ade an H onorary Citizen of the City of Philadelphia. In 1994 the Canadian Conference of the 

A rts aw arded him  their Diplom a of H onour. In 1995 the governm ent of Q uébec nam ed him  G rand 

O fficier de l’O rdre N ational du Q uébec, and in 1996 the governm ent of France m ade him  

Com m andeur de l’O rdre des A rts et des Lettres. H e has also been invested as an H onorary O fficer 

of the O rder of Canada, the country’s highest aw ard of m erit. M r. Dutoit w as born in Lausanne, 

S w itzerland, and his m usical training took him  to G eneva, S iena, Venice, and Tanglew ood, w here he 

w orked w ith Charles M unch.  
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A  globetrotter m otivated by his passion for history and archaeology, political science, art, and 

architecture, M r. Dutoit has traveled and visited all the nations of the w orld. H e m aintains residences 

in S w itzerland, Paris, M ontreal, B uenos A ires, and Tokyo. 


