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Founded in 1900, The Philadelphia O rchestraThe Philadelphia O rchestraThe Philadelphia O rchestraThe Philadelphia O rchestra has distinguished itself as one of the leading orchestras in the 
w orld through over a century of acclaim ed perform ances, historic international tours, best-selling recordings, and 
its unprecedented record of innovation in recording technologies and outreach. The O rchestra has m aintained 
unity in artistic leadership w ith only seven m usic directors throughout its history: Fritz S cheel (1900-07), C arl 
Pohlig (1907-12), Leopold S tokow ski (1912-41), Eugene O rm andy (1936-80), R iccardo M uti (1980-92), 
W olfgang S aw allisch (1993-2003), and C hristoph Eschenbach (2003-08). 

This rich tradition is carried on by C hief C onductor C harles D utoit. M r. D utoit has a long-standing relationship w ith 
the O rchestra, having m ade his debut w ith the ensem ble in 1980. A s chief conductor, he w ill lead the O rchestra in 
Philadelphia as w ell as at C arnegie H all and on tour. H e w ill continue his role as artistic director and principal 
conductor of the O rchestra’s annual three-w eek residency at the S aratoga Perform ing A rts C enter and w ill lead 
concerts w hen the O rchestra is in residence at the B ravo! Vail Valley M usic Festival.  

H ighlights of M r. D utoit’s first season as chief conductor include the O pening N ight C oncert, featuring pianist 
M artha A rgerich; perform ances of B erlioz’s R om eo and Juliet and R equiem , part of M r. D utoit’s four-year focus on 
the w orks of that com poser; the U .S . prem iere of Krzysztof Penderecki’s C oncerto grosso N o. 1 for three cellos, 
part of the O rchestra’s celebration of M r. Penderecki’s 75th birthday; and H onegger’s S ym phony N o. 3 
(“Liturgical”). D uring his tenure, M r. D utoit w ill also focus on the m usic of the B allets R usses, beginning in the 
2008-09 season w ith perform ances of S travinsky’s com plete m usic to The Firebird.  
 
Throughout its history, The Philadelphia O rchestra has introduced an unprecedented num ber of im portant w orks 
as w orld or A m erican prem ieres, including B arber’s Violin C oncerto, M ahler’s “S ym phony of a Thousand,” 
R achm aninoff’s S ym phonic D ances, S choenberg’s G urrelieder, and S travinsky’s R ite of S pring. Its illustrious tour 
history includes a num ber of landm arks events. In 1936 the O rchestra becam e the first A m erican orchestra to 
undertake a transcontinental tour, in 1949 it toured G reat B ritain as the first A m erican orchestra to cross the 
A tlantic after W orld W ar II, in 1973 it becam e the first A m erican orchestra to perform  in the People’s R epublic of 
C hina, and in 1999 it becam e the first A m erican orchestra to visit Vietnam . 

The O rchestra also boasts an extraordinary record of m edia firsts. It w as the first sym phonic orchestra to m ake 
electrical recordings (in 1925), the first to perform  its ow n com m ercially sponsored radio broadcast (in 1929, on 
N B C ), the first to perform  on the soundtrack of a feature film  (Param ount’s The B ig B roadcast of 1937), the first to 
appear on a national television broadcast (in 1948, on C B S ), and the first m ajor orchestra to give a live cybercast 
of a concert on the internet (in 1997).   

R ecent successes and innovations w ith electronic m edia carry on this legacy. The O rchestra becam e the first 
m ajor orchestra to m ulti-cast a concert to large-screen venues through the Internet2 netw ork. The O rchestra also 
becam e the first m ajor A m erican orchestra to offer consum ers the opportunity to dow nload recent and archival 
m usic directly through its ow n O nline M usic S tore, w w w .thephiladelphiaorchestra.com . The O rchestra is 
broadcast regularly on N ational Public R adio’s S ym phonyC ast and P erform ance Today, as part of an annual 
agreem ent w ith N PR . In addition, M r. Eschenbach and the O rchestra announced a recording partnership w ith 
O ndine R ecords. To date seven critically acclaim ed recordings taken from  live concerts have been released.   

A nother highlight of the O rchestra’s recent past is a $125 m illion endow m ent cam paign, A  S ound, A  C ity, A  
C ivilization. C om m itm ents to the cam paign include a lead gift of $50 m illion from  the A nnenberg Foundation, along 
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w ith other m ajor gifts from  friends throughout the com m unity, w hich have helped build a solid foundation for the 
institution. 

The Philadelphia O rchestra annually touches the lives of m ore than one m illion m usic lovers w orldw ide through its 
perform ances (m ore than 300 concerts and other presentations each year), publications, recordings, and 
broadcasts. A  m ajor w inter subscription season is presented in Philadelphia each year from  S eptem ber to M ay, in 
addition to education and com m unity partnership program s. The O rchestra presents a series of concerts each 
year at N ew  York’s C arnegie H all, in addition to an annual appearance at the John F. K ennedy C enter for the 
Perform ing A rts in W ashington, D .C . The O rchestra also reaches audiences around the w orld during its yearly 
three-w eek tour. Its sum m er schedule includes an outdoor season in Philadelphia at The M ann C enter for the 
Perform ing A rts, free concerts in local neighborhoods, an annual residency at the B ravo! Vail Valley M usic Festival, 
and a three-w eek residency at the S aratoga Perform ing A rts C enter in upstate N ew  York.  

The Kim m el C enter for the Perform ing A rts hosts the O rchestra’s hom e subscription concerts. The C enter 
includes tw o perform ance spaces, the 2,500-seat Verizon H all, designed and built especially for the O rchestra, 
and the 650-seat Perelm an Theater for cham ber m usic concerts. D esigned by architect R afael Viñoly along w ith 
acoustician R ussell Johnson of A rtec C onsultants Inc., the Kim m el C enter provides the O rchestra w ith a state-of-
the-art facility for concerts, recordings, and education activities.  

The Kim m el C enter for the Perform ing A rts and the historic A cadem y of M usic (w here the O rchestra perform ed for 
101 seasons) are operated together as a single cultural facility by K im m el C enter, Inc. The Philadelphia O rchestra 
A ssociation continues to ow n the A cadem y of M usic, as it has since 1957, and the O rchestra perform s at the 
highly anticipated A cadem y A nniversary C oncert and B all there every January. 

For m ore inform ation on The Philadelphia O rchestra, please visit w w w .philorch.org. 

 


