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TH E PH ILAD ELPH IA O R C H ES TR A 

A H istorical Tim eline 

    
 
1900 November 16: Fritz S cheel conducts the first concert first concert first concert first concert of The Philadelphia O rchestra, at the 

Academ y of M usic. 

1902 The Philadelphia O rchestra m akes its first appearance at C arnegie H allC arnegie H allC arnegie H allC arnegie H all.... 

1904 R ichard S trausR ichard S trausR ichard S trausR ichard S trauss s s s guest conducts The Philadelphia O rchestra in a program  of his ow n w orks. 

 The W om en’s C om m ittee W om en’s C om m ittee W om en’s C om m ittee W om en’s C om m ittee of The Philadelphia O rchestra (later know n as the Volunteer 
C om m ittees) is form ed as the first w om en’s auxiliary group to help prom ote and support an 
Am erican orchestra. 

1906 The young Polish pianist Arthur R ubinstein pianist Arthur R ubinstein pianist Arthur R ubinstein pianist Arthur R ubinstein m akes his U nited S tates debut w ith The 
Philadelphia O rchestra; he w ill continue appearing w ith the O rchestra for m ore than seven 
decades. 

 The Philadelphia O rchestra perform s a special concert at the W hite H ouseW hite H ouseW hite H ouseW hite H ouse.... 

1907 Fritz S cheel dies; C arl P ohligC arl P ohligC arl P ohligC arl P ohlig is appointed the O rchestra’s second conductor. 

1909 S ergei R achm aninoff S ergei R achm aninoff S ergei R achm aninoff S ergei R achm aninoff is invited to guest conduct the O rchestra; his appearance at the 
Academ y of M usic signals the beginning of a long association betw een The Philadelphia 
O rchestra and one of the century’s m ost beloved com poser/pianists. 

1912 Leopold S tokow skiLeopold S tokow skiLeopold S tokow skiLeopold S tokow ski is appointed the O rchestra’s third conductor. 

1916 S tokow ski and The Philadelphia O rchestra m ake m usic history by presenting the Am erican Am erican Am erican Am erican 
prem ierprem ierprem ierprem iere of M ahler’s E ighth S ym phony e of M ahler’s E ighth S ym phony e of M ahler’s E ighth S ym phony e of M ahler’s E ighth S ym phony (“S ym phony of a Thousand”). 

1917 The Philadelphia O rchestra crosses the D elaw are R iver to m ake its first sound refirst sound refirst sound refirst sound recording cording cording cording (at 
78 r.p.m . for the V ictor Talking M achine C o. of C am den, N ew  Jersey). 

1919 C itizens from  throughout the D elaw are Valley contribute to a “S ave the O rchestra” effort, 
establishing an endow m ent fund an endow m ent fund an endow m ent fund an endow m ent fund for The Philadelphia O rchestra. 

1921 S tokow ski initiates concerts for childrenconcerts for childrenconcerts for childrenconcerts for children.... 

1925 S tokow ski and The Philadelphia O rchestra becom e pioneers in electrical recorpioneers in electrical recorpioneers in electrical recorpioneers in electrical recording,ding,ding,ding, 
supplanting the previous acoustical m ethod and becom ing the first orchestra recorded 
electrically. 
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1929 The Philadelphia O rchestra takes to the airw aves on the first com m erciallyfirst com m erciallyfirst com m erciallyfirst com m ercially----sponsored sponsored sponsored sponsored 
national radio broadcast,national radio broadcast,national radio broadcast,national radio broadcast, on the N B C  netw ork. 

1930 The Philadelphia O rchestra gives the Am erican prem iere of B erg’s Am erican prem iere of B erg’s Am erican prem iere of B erg’s Am erican prem iere of B erg’s W ozzeckW ozzeckW ozzeckW ozzeck.... 

 Philadelphia O rchestra m em bers play a series of outdoor sum m er concerts outdoor sum m er concerts outdoor sum m er concerts outdoor sum m er concerts at Philadelphia’s 
R obin H ood D ell in Fairm ount Park, beginning a long Philadelphia tradition. 

1931 In conjunction w ith the B ell S ystem , S tokow ski and The Philadelphia O rchestra experim ent 
w ith stereophonic sound recording stereophonic sound recording stereophonic sound recording stereophonic sound recording and becom e the first orchestra to m ake a long playing 
recording, issued by R C A. 

1933 The Philadelphia O rchestra begins an annual student m usic com petitiannual student m usic com petitiannual student m usic com petitiannual student m usic com petition;on;on;on; in the years 
ahead, its w inners w ill include soprano Judith B legen, m ezzo-soprano Florence Q uivar, pianist 
André W atts, violinists Jaim e Laredo and N adja S alerno-S onnenberg, and m any m usicians 
w ho later join the O rchestra as m em bers. 

1936 The O rchestra em barks on its first m ajor tourfirst m ajor tourfirst m ajor tourfirst m ajor tour————a transcontinental U nited S tates tour. 

 Eugene O rm andy Eugene O rm andy Eugene O rm andy Eugene O rm andy is appointed co-conductor w ith S tokow ski; he is given the title of m usic 
director tw o years later. 

1939 The Philadelphia O rchestra m akes m ovie history by playing the soundtrack to D isney’s 
innovative anim ated film  anim ated film  anim ated film  anim ated film  Fantasia;Fantasia;Fantasia;Fantasia; this is the third film  for w hich the O rchestra supplied the 
soundtrack (others are B ig B roadcast of 1937  and 100 M en and a G irl). 

1948 The Philadelphia O rchestra is the first orchestra to appear on nafirst orchestra to appear on nafirst orchestra to appear on nafirst orchestra to appear on nationw ide television,tionw ide television,tionw ide television,tionw ide television, on 
C B S , edging out Toscanini and the N B C  S ym phony by 90 m inutes. 

1949 The Philadelphia O rchestra m akes its first transatlantic tour, first transatlantic tour, first transatlantic tour, first transatlantic tour, to G reat B ritain. 

1955 The Philadelphia O rchestra’s first continental European tourfirst continental European tourfirst continental European tourfirst continental European tour is highlighted by a special trip 
by O rm andy and the entire O rchestra to visit Finnish com poser Jean S ibelius at his country 
hom e. 

1957 The Philadelphia O rchestra purchases the Academ y of M usic purchases the Academ y of M usic purchases the Academ y of M usic purchases the Academ y of M usic in the historic building’s 
centennial year and establishes the annual Academ y of M usic Anniversary C oncert and B all 
to fund restoration and im provem ent projects. 

1958 The Philadelphia O rchestra m akes its first tour of the S oviet U nion first tour of the S oviet U nion first tour of the S oviet U nion first tour of the S oviet U nion and to Eastern bloc 
countries. 

1959 D m itri S hostakovich D m itri S hostakovich D m itri S hostakovich D m itri S hostakovich visits Philadelphia for a conference of R ussian com posers. D uring his 
stay, Eugene O rm andy leads The Philadelphia O rchestra and cellist M stislav R ostropovich in 
the U .S . prem iere—and prem iere recording—of the com poser’s C ello C oncerto N o. 1.   

1962 The O rchestra receives the first of three G old R ecordthree G old R ecordthree G old R ecordthree G old R ecordssss,,,, in recognition of record sales of over 
$1 m illion of C olum bia’s The G lorious Sound of C hristmas. 

1963 The O rchestra becom es the first Am erican orchestra to have a 52first Am erican orchestra to have a 52first Am erican orchestra to have a 52first Am erican orchestra to have a 52 ----w eek contractw eek contractw eek contractw eek contract.... 
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1966 The Philadelphia O rchestra’s first tour of C entral and S outh Am ericfirst tour of C entral and S outh Am ericfirst tour of C entral and S outh Am ericfirst tour of C entral and S outh Am ericaaaa.... 

 The Philadelphia O rchestra begins an annual sum m er residency at the S aratoga P erS aratoga P erS aratoga P erS aratoga P erform ing form ing form ing form ing 
Arts C enter Arts C enter Arts C enter Arts C enter in S aratoga S prings, N ew  York. 

1967 The Philadelphia O rchestra undertakes its first tour of Asiafirst tour of Asiafirst tour of Asiafirst tour of Asia.... 

1973 The Philadelphia O rchestra under O rm andy’s direction becom es the first Am erican first Am erican first Am erican first Am erican 
orchestra to perform  in the P eople’s R epublic of C hinaorchestra to perform  in the P eople’s R epublic of C hinaorchestra to perform  in the P eople’s R epublic of C hinaorchestra to perform  in the P eople’s R epublic of C hina.... 

1976 The Philadelphia O rchestra’s sum m er concertssum m er concertssum m er concertssum m er concerts m ove to the new ly constructed R obin H ood 
D ell W est in Fairm ount Park; the center is renam ed in 1979 to honor Fredric R . M ann.  

1980 U pon the retirem ent of Eugene O rm andy, R iccardo M uti R iccardo M uti R iccardo M uti R iccardo M uti becom es the fifth m usic director of 
The Philadelphia O rchestra. 

1983 M uti and The Philadelphia O rchestra present the first in an annual series of concert operas concert operas concert operas concert operas 
during his tenure, w ith perform ances of Verdi’s M acbeth. 

1986 The Philadelphia O rchestra celebrates the 50th anniversary of its transcontinental trips 50th anniversary of its transcontinental trips 50th anniversary of its transcontinental trips 50th anniversary of its transcontinental trips by 
touring once m ore across the U nited S tates. 

1987 The O rchestra perform s six C onstitutional C om m issionssix C onstitutional C om m issionssix C onstitutional C om m issionssix C onstitutional C om m issions in celebration of the 200th 
anniversary of the U nited S tates C onstitution. 

1988 The Philadelphia O rchestra under M uti’s direction becom es the first Am erican orchestra to first Am erican orchestra to first Am erican orchestra to first Am erican orchestra to 
record all nine B eethoven sym phonies on com pact discrecord all nine B eethoven sym phonies on com pact discrecord all nine B eethoven sym phonies on com pact discrecord all nine B eethoven sym phonies on com pact disc.... 

1991 M uti conducts the O rchestra in its first M artin LutherM artin LutherM artin LutherM artin Luther K ing Jr. Tribute C oncert, K ing Jr. Tribute C oncert, K ing Jr. Tribute C oncert, K ing Jr. Tribute C oncert, televised 
locally on KYW -TV and nationally on A&E cable. 

1993 W olfgang S aw allisch W olfgang S aw allisch W olfgang S aw allisch W olfgang S aw allisch becom es The Philadelphia O rchestra’s sixth m usic director. 

 The O rchestra returns to m ainland C hina returns to m ainland C hina returns to m ainland C hina returns to m ainland C hina 20 years after its historic first visit, this tim e led by 
S aw allisch. 

 The O rchestra becom es the first m ajor orchestra to play at a W orld S eries first m ajor orchestra to play at a W orld S eries first m ajor orchestra to play at a W orld S eries first m ajor orchestra to play at a W orld S eries gam e,    
perform ing the national anthem . 

 The O rchestra receives its largest gift from  an individuallargest gift from  an individuallargest gift from  an individuallargest gift from  an individual————$12 m illion from  S idney K im m el 
for the cam paign to build a new  concert hall; he w ill increase his gift by an additional $3 
m illion five years later. 

1994 The O rchestra initiates a new  program  for pre-school age children entitled “S ound All “S ound All “S ound All “S ound All 
Around.”Around.”Around.”Around.” 

1996 The Philadelphia O rchestra under S aw allisch’s direction becom es the first orchestra to first orchestra to first orchestra to first orchestra to 
appear in an IM AX  filmappear in an IM AX  filmappear in an IM AX  filmappear in an IM AX  film :::: Symphony P hiladelphia at the Franklin Institute. 
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1997 S aw allisch and The Philadelphia O rchestra perform  in closing cerem onies of the P residents’ P residents’ P residents’ P residents’ 
S um m it for Am erica’s Future,S um m it for Am erica’s Future,S um m it for Am erica’s Future,S um m it for Am erica’s Future, in front of Independence H all. 

 The Philadelphia O rchestra becom es the first m ajor Am erican orchestra to g ive a live first m ajor Am erican orchestra to g ive a live first m ajor Am erican orchestra to g ive a live first m ajor Am erican orchestra to g ive a live 
cybercast cybercast cybercast cybercast of a concert on the internet; people from  m ore than 40 nations log on to hear the 
concert as the O rchestra introduces its ow n w ebsite, w w w .philorch.org. 

1999 The Philadelphia O rchestra becom es the first Am erican orchestra to visit V ietnamfirst Am erican orchestra to visit V ietnamfirst Am erican orchestra to visit V ietnamfirst Am erican orchestra to visit V ietnam .... 

 The P hiladelphia O rchestra M edia InstituteP hiladelphia O rchestra M edia InstituteP hiladelphia O rchestra M edia InstituteP hiladelphia O rchestra M edia Institute,,,,    w ith W ater Lily Acoustics, releases its first self-
produced recording, a disc of m usic by D vořák and Liszt. 

 The Philadelphia O rchestra announces a special season to com m em orate its 100th anni-
versary—perform ing only m usic w ritten during the ensem ble’s first century, in addition to 
eight C entennial C om m issionseight C entennial C om m issionseight C entennial C om m issionseight C entennial C om m issions....  

 M arking its 100th anniversary100th anniversary100th anniversary100th anniversary,,,, The Philadelphia O rchestra releases a com m em orative 12-
C D  set (The C entennial C ollection: H istoric B roadcasts and R ecordings 1917-1998) and 
publishes, w ith Tem ple U niversity Press, a 250-page celebratory coffee table sized history 
book (The Philadelphia O rchestra—A  C entury of M usic). 

2000 June: As part of its C entennial events, The Philadelphia O rchestra introduces a new  series of 
free N eighborhood C oncertsN eighborhood C oncertsN eighborhood C oncertsN eighborhood C oncerts,,,, perform ing concerts in three neighborhoods of G reater 
Philadelphia. N eighborhood C oncerts becom e an annual tradition. 

 November 16: The Philadelphia O rchestra m arks it 100th B irthday 100th B irthday 100th B irthday 100th B irthday w ith a live concert and 
telecast from  the Academ y of M usic; the program  is seen live in the U nited S tates and Japan, 
and via tape-delay in Europe and other m ajor Am erica cities. The gala concert is but one of 
six concerts in seven days m arking the m ilestone occasion. 

2001 January: C hristoph Eschenbach C hristoph Eschenbach C hristoph Eschenbach C hristoph Eschenbach is announced as the O rchestra’s seventh m usic director; 
his tenure begins w ith the 2003–04 season. 

 D ecember 14-15: The Philadelphia O rchestra perform s inaugural concerts in its new  hom e at 
The K im m el C enter for the P erform ing Arts.The K im m el C enter for the P erform ing Arts.The K im m el C enter for the P erform ing Arts.The K im m el C enter for the P erform ing Arts. 

2002 June: The O rchestra and S aw allisch prem iere the last of eight C entennial C om m issions, 
Jennifer H igdon’s C oncerto for O rchestra,Jennifer H igdon’s C oncerto for O rchestra,Jennifer H igdon’s C oncerto for O rchestra,Jennifer H igdon’s C oncerto for O rchestra, as hosts of the annual Am erican S ym phony 
O rchestra League C onference. 

 September: W olfgang S aw allisch W olfgang S aw allisch W olfgang S aw allisch W olfgang S aw allisch begins his tenth and final year as m usic director w ith the 
2002-03 concert season, w hich includes a five-w eek S chum ann Festival under S aw allisch’s 
direction. 

 O ctober 17-19: S aw allischS aw allischS aw allischS aw allisch and M usic D irector-D esignate C hC hC hC hristoph Eschenbachristoph Eschenbachristoph Eschenbachristoph Eschenbach 
collaborate in perform ances of B eethoven’s First P iano C oncertocollaborate in perform ances of B eethoven’s First P iano C oncertocollaborate in perform ances of B eethoven’s First P iano C oncertocollaborate in perform ances of B eethoven’s First P iano C oncerto w ith S aw allisch 
conducting and Eschenbach as soloist. 
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 November 7: The O rchestra m arks the com pletion of the Academ y of M usic P roject for  com pletion of the Academ y of M usic P roject for  com pletion of the Academ y of M usic P roject for  com pletion of the Academ y of M usic P roject for 
the 21st C enturythe 21st C enturythe 21st C enturythe 21st C entury—a decade-long, $40-m illion restoration effort—w ith the reopening of the 
N ational H istoric Landm ark. 

2003 M ay 7-10: W olfgang S aw allischW olfgang S aw allischW olfgang S aw allischW olfgang S aw allisch’s tenure as m usic director culm inates in perform ances of 
B eethoven’s N inth S ym phony and publication of The P hiladelphia O rchestra C elebrates 

Saw allisch: M usic D irector, 1993-2003. 

 M ay: The O rchestra releases a threereleases a threereleases a threereleases a three----disc set of S chum ann recordingsdisc set of S chum ann recordingsdisc set of S chum ann recordingsdisc set of S chum ann recordings,,,, featuring 
W olfgang S aw allisch as both conductor and pianist. A tribute to S aw allisch’s decade as 
m usic director, these are the first recordings the first recordings the first recordings the first recordings m ade in Verizon H all m ade in Verizon H all m ade in Verizon H all m ade in Verizon H all at The K im m el C enter 
for the Perform ing Arts. 

 September: C hristoph EschenbachC hristoph EschenbachC hristoph EschenbachC hristoph Eschenbach becom es the O rchestra’s seventh m usic director; 
W olfgang S aw allischW olfgang S aw allischW olfgang S aw allischW olfgang S aw allisch takes on the title of conductor laureate. 

 September: The Philadelphia O rchestra announces the launch of a $ 125$ 125$ 125$ 125----m illion m illion m illion m illion 
endow m ent cam paignendow m ent cam paignendow m ent cam paignendow m ent cam paign,,,, w ith over $75 m illion of the goal already pledged. C om m itm ents to 
the cam paign, entitled A S ound, A C ity, A C ivilizationA S ound, A C ity, A C ivilizationA S ound, A C ity, A C ivilizationA S ound, A C ity, A C ivilization,,,, include a lead gift of $ 50 m illion $ 50 m illion $ 50 m illion $ 50 m illion 
from  the Annenberg Foundationfrom  the Annenberg Foundationfrom  the Annenberg Foundationfrom  the Annenberg Foundation,,,, along w ith other m ajor leadership gifts totaling $26 m illion.         

2004 January: The Annenberg Foundation gives $ 15 $ 15 $ 15 $ 15 m illion to the Academ y of M usicm illion to the Academ y of M usicm illion to the Academ y of M usicm illion to the Academ y of M usic.... The gift 
significantly strengthens the portion of the Academ y’s endow m ent currently earm arked for the 
long-term  preservation of the treasured H istoric Landm ark. 

 February-M arch: M usic D irector C hristoph Eschenbach launches a four-w eek M ahler M ahler M ahler M ahler 
Festival Festival Festival Festival entitled “M ahler’s W orld“M ahler’s W orld“M ahler’s W orld“M ahler’s W orld ,,,,”””” beginning The Philadelphia O rchestra’s first com plete 
cycle of M ahler sym phonies. 

 M arch: The Volunteer The Volunteer The Volunteer The Volunteer C om m ittees for The P hiladelphia O rchestra C om m ittees for The P hiladelphia O rchestra C om m ittees for The P hiladelphia O rchestra C om m ittees for The P hiladelphia O rchestra celebrate the 100th  100th  100th  100th 
anniversary anniversary anniversary anniversary of their founding. The volunteers’ distinguished history of service to the 
organization w as honored w ith the presentation of the Philadelphia O rchestra Aw ard. 

 O ctober: The P hiladelpThe P hiladelpThe P hiladelpThe P hiladelphia O rchestra opens C arnegie H all’s 114th seasonhia O rchestra opens C arnegie H all’s 114th seasonhia O rchestra opens C arnegie H all’s 114th seasonhia O rchestra opens C arnegie H all’s 114th season,,,, featuring 
C hristoph Eschenbach, soprano R enée Flem ing, and cellist Yo-Yo M a. Later that m onth the 
perform ance is broadcast on PB S ’ G reat P erformances. 

2005 January: The Philadelphia O rchestra and C hristoph Eschenbach present a Late G reat Late G reat Late G reat Late G reat 
W orks FestivalW orks FestivalW orks FestivalW orks Festival,,,, w hich exam ines the late w orks of M ozart, B eethoven, Tchaikovsky, W agner, 
M ahler, S trauss, and B erio.  

 February: Form er Philadelphia O rchestra M usic D irector R iccardo M utiR iccardo M utiR iccardo M utiR iccardo M uti returns to lead the 
O rchestra in a special benefit concert at the specific request of the m usicians.     

 M ay: The Philadelphia O rchestra signs an historic recording agreem ent w ith O ndine O ndine O ndine O ndine 
R ecordsR ecordsR ecordsR ecords.... The three-year agreem ent, w hich includes a yearly renew able option for an 
extension, calls for a m inim um  of three recordings per year, to be taken from  live concerts.  
The first C D  is released in N ovem ber 2005.   

 



 
 

July 2009 

2006 A pril: The Philadelphia O rchestra returns to national airw aves on a regular basis w ith a series 
of broadcasts airing broadcasts airing broadcasts airing broadcasts airing on on on on SymphonyC asSymphonyC asSymphonyC asSymphonyC astttt and  and  and  and P erformance TodayP erformance TodayP erformance TodayP erformance Today    on N P Ron N P Ron N P Ron N P R .... 

 M ay: The Philadelphia O rchestra inaugurates the K im m el C enter’s new  Fred J. C ooper Fred J. C ooper Fred J. C ooper Fred J. C ooper 
M em orial P ipe O rgan,M em orial P ipe O rgan,M em orial P ipe O rgan,M em orial P ipe O rgan, Am erica’s largest concert hall organ. The sold-out inaugural concert 
features the O rchestra perform ing S aint-S aëns’s “O rgan” S ym phony w ith N otre D am e 
organist O livier Latry.   

 September: The Philadelphia O rchestra becom es the first m ajor Am erican orchestra to offer 
dow nloads of recent and archival m usic through its ow n O nline M usic S tore, O nline M usic S tore, O nline M usic S tore, O nline M usic S tore, 
w w w .thephiladelphiaorchestra.com . 

2007 January: The Philadelphia O rchestra celebrates the 150th Anniversary of the Academ y of 150th Anniversary of the Academ y of 150th Anniversary of the Academ y of 150th Anniversary of the Academ y of 
M usicM usicM usicM usic w ith a perform ance led by C hristoph Eschenbach. Their R oyal H ighnesses the Prince 
of W ales and the D uchess of C ornw all attend. The concert also features rock icon R od 
S tew art.   

 A pril: The Philadelphia O rchestra becom es the first m ajor orchestra to m ulti-cast a concert to 
large-screen venues through the Internet2Internet2Internet2Internet2 netw ork.    

 July: The Philadelphia O rchestra participates in its first residency at the B ravo! VB ravo! VB ravo! VB ravo! V ail Valley ail Valley ail Valley ail Valley 
M usic FestivalM usic FestivalM usic FestivalM usic Festival in C olorado, perform ing six concerts in seven days. 

 O ctober: The Philadelphia O rchestra officially launches its G lobal C oncert S eries, m ulti-
casting live concerts to large-screen venues through the Internet2 Internet2 Internet2 Internet2 netw ork, w ith an all-
B eethoven concert. 

2008 January-February: The Philadelphia O rchestra and C hristoph Eschenbach present a m onth-
long Leonard Leonard Leonard Leonard B ernstein FestivalB ernstein FestivalB ernstein FestivalB ernstein Festival,,,,    celebrating w hat w ould have been the 90th birthday of the 
iconic Am erican com poser and conductor. In addition to w orks by B ernstein, the Festival 
includes tw o w orld prem ieres by Jennifer H igdon, co-com m issioned by the O rchestra. 

 M ay-June: The Philadelphia O rchestra returns to C hina to celebrate the 35th anniversary of 
its historic 1973 tour. C hristoph  Eschenbach conducts the tour, w hich also includes 
concerts in Japan and Korea. 

 A ugust: The Philadelphia O rchestra successfully com pletes its endow m ent cam paign, 
exceeding its original goal of $125 m illion by m ore than $5 m illion. 

 September: C harles D utoit begins a four-year tenure as chief conductor of The Philadelphia 
O rchestra. 

 

 

 


